
Adam of the Road by Elizabeth Janet Gray 

Literature Guide  

Chapter 1 
1. Describe Adam.  11 years old, minstrel’s son and helper, plays the harp. 
2. What is a minstrel?  Entertainer for the nobility of England 
3. Where was Adam’s father?  He left 5 months ago for minstrel school in France 
4. Who was Perkin?  Adam’s friend. He wanted to study law. 

 
Chapter 2 

1. Where were the boys going?  To see Nick.  Why were they being so secretive?  Because they 
didn’t want to be followed.  Nick was a secret.  

2. Who was Dame Malkin?  An older woman who lived away from the abbey.  She was keeping 
Nick. 

3. What news did Dame Malkin have?  A minstrel was coming with Sir Edmund. 
 

Chapter 3 
1. Who came with Sir Edmund?  Roger, Adam’s Father 
2. How did Adam entertain the girl in the carriage?  By standing on his head and getting Nick to do 

tricks. 
3. Where were Roger and Adam going the next day?  To London 

 
Chapter 4 

1. Who is Margery?  The little girl in the carriage. 
2. Who is Hugh?  Her companion.  He and Adam don’t like each other. 
3. What was the plan for Nick?  He would follow the horse that Roger and Adam were riding.  How 

did that work out?  He didn’t follow them at first then he got used to it.  
4. What metaphor did Roger use to describe the road?  It is a holy thing.  It brings all kinds of 

people and all parts of England together. 
 

Chapter 5 
1. What did Lady Richenda want?  A tale of Sir Orfeo from the minstrel 
2. What did Lady Richenda invite Adam to do?  Ride in the carriage with Nick.  How was riding in 

the carriage?  Lurching and jolting but Nick got a rest. 
3. What embarrassing thing did Adam do during the story?  Plucked his harp – out of tune and 

clumsily. 
4. What good came out of this?  He was able to make a friend of a Squire who enjoyed the story.  

 
Chapter 6 

1. Why was Adam sad?  He was lonely and missed Perkin.  The boys were not including him, 
because of Hugh. 

2. What is a lanneret?  A falcon that a squire was permitted to own.  
3. How did Adam make friends with the boys?  Let them ride Baynard and complimented Hugh. 

 
Chapter 7 

1. Who was Simon?  A squire, a carver, in love with Emilie, a friend of Adam’s. 



2. Who is Emilie?  The king’s heir, supposed to marry Sir Gervase. 
3. Who was Jankin?  Another minstrel who was kind to Nick. 
4. What happened to Roger’s silver from the wedding?  He lost it in a game of dice to Jankin.  What 

else did he lose?  Baynard.  What was Adam’s response?  It would be hard on Hugh.  
 

Chapter 8 

1. Where were Roger and Adam going?  To London.  Why?  The king left his minstrels go for a bit.  
2. What did the parchment say?  Give this minstrel a job and subsidy. 
3. What did Jankin try to do when he saw Nick?  Gamble for him.  What was Roger’s response?  

No, it was Adam’s dog.   
 

Chapter 9 

1. Where did they stay that night?  At an inn in Westhumble Lane 
2. Who did Adam meet at the inn?  Gaffer, an old man who liked to tell stories.  What story did he 

tell him?  Of Barons in caves signing the Great Charter. 
3. What did they find out from Jankin?  That Baynard was lame, probably because of how he was 

riding him 
 

Chapter 10 

1. What happened to Nick?  Someone stole him in the night – Jankin said he traded Nick for 
Baynard. 

2. Did they have any word of Nick?  Yes, some minstrels saw him at Saint Martha’s chapel. 
 

Chapter 11 

1. When Adam spotted Nick, what did he do?  Took off running and then finally jumped in the river 
to follow the ferry.  Did he catch them?  No 
 

Chapter 12 

1. Who helped Adam after his swim?  John and Jill, the Ferryman and his wife.  How?  Cleaned his 
clothes, gave him a place to sleep and some food.  

2. What plan did Jill and Adam discuss?  He would go back to Guildford to find Roger.  Then they 
would go to Farnham to look for Jankin and Nick. 

3. What gift did he give John and Jill for helping him?  Songs 
4. What news of Roger did Adam find out at the castle?  He spent the previous night telling tales, 

but left for Farnham early that morning once he heard Jankin was seen heading that way. 
 

Chapter 13 

1. What plan did D. William propose?  Roger would likely go to Winchestar.  Adam would ride 
along with his man, Oswald and hopefully overtake Roger. 

2. What happened in the forest?  They were attacked by robbers. 
3. How did Adam escape?  He ran into the woods and climbed up a tree to hide. 
4. What did he do after they left?  Went to find the sheriff 



Chapter 14 
1. How did the shepherd help Adam?  Gave him food, told him where to find Sir Adam, a bailiff. 
2. How did the bailiff respond when Adam told him his tale?  Formed a band of men and rode to 

Sir Rideware’s castle. 
3. What did they find there?  The merchant and his goods. 

 
Chapter 15 

1. What did Adam do upon arriving in Winchestar?  Went to Stranger’s Hall for a place to lodge 
that night.  

2. What new did he find of Roger or Nick?  None 
3. What did Adam try for?  A miracle at St. Swithin’s 

 
Chapter 16 

1. What was the crowd of people doing? Watching a play “The Fall of Adam” 
2. What was the play about?  Adam and Eve 
3. Why did Adam fall?  He was leaning too far over the wall from which he was watching the play 

 
Chapter 17 

1. When he woke up, where was Adam?  In a soft bed in a small room 
2. Who had helped him?  Master Walter, vicar of the parish and Dame Prudence, his sister 
3. How did they help him?  Gave him food and lodging and took care of him for several weeks.  

Dame Prudence made him a cloak.  How did Adam feel about the cloak? It was too sober; not 
like a minstrel. 

4. What did Dame Prudence suggest Adam do?  Stay with them and be a clerk for the parish. 
5. What news did the minstrels have of Roger?  They saw him at Giles Fair in a dispute with Jankin. 
6. What was the minstrel’s plan?  To travel with Adam as a minstrel and head back to Sir Edmund’s 

hoping to find Roger. 
 
Chapter 18 

1. What did Adam think of the de Veseys?  They were kind but were always promising and never 
doing. 

2. Where did Lawrence get the food?  He stole it 
3. What happened when they got to Guildford?  It was past curfew and the watchman tried to 

arrest them.   
4. What was the hue and cry?  The shout of the watchman indicating trouble. 
5. What happened to Adam?  He escaped and hid under the bridge. 

 
Chapter 19  

1. What happened to Adam’s harp?  He loaned it to Andrew and he still had it. 
2. How did the peddler help Adam?  Gave him some food and a silver penny 
3. What story did the peddler tell about the hue and cry?  10 robbers came into town; they were 

huge men.  All escaped. 



4. What news did the innkeeper have of Roger?  He had been all over Winchestar looking for 
Adam.  He was heading to London thinking Adam would remember to go there.  

 
Chapter 20 

1. What did Adam discover at De Lisle House?  Roger had gone with Sir Edmund to Wales.  Adam 
was supposed to go to London until Roger could pick him up there in May. 

2. Who did Adam find in London?  Jankin.  Where was Nick?  He chewed his leash near 
Gorhambury and ran away.  Jankin didn’t know where he was.  

3. Where did Adam think Nick was?  Near St. Alban’s with Dame Malkin. 
 
Chapter 21 

1. What did he find at St. Alban’s?  Nick had been there but now he was with Perkin in Oxford. 
2. Describe the trials and Adam’s journey to Oxford.  His shoes were falling apart, little food, poor 

lodging, rain/mud, difficult to walk in the mud, exhaustion 
 
Chapter 22 

1. Who did Adam find at the church?  Perkin 
2. How did Perkin’s family help Adam? Fed him, gave him lodging, returned Nick to him 
3. How did Adam help them?  Helped with the plowing 
4. What did Gunnilda do for Adam?  Made him a minstrels coat 
5. What did the parson make for him?  New shoes 
6. What did the miller give him?  Bagpipes 

 
Chapter 23 

1. What did Adam think of Oxford?  Peaceful from the outside; bustling on the inside 
2. How did Adam find Perkin?  Well cared for and enjoying his studies 
3. What surprise did Adam find just as he was about to leave?  Roger 
4. What did Adam plan to do?  Go with Roger and become a minstrel 

 
General Discussion 

1. What was Adam’s major fault? He bragged.  
2. How did this get him into trouble? 
3. This is a story of hardship followed by help all along Adam’s journey on the road.   How is this a 

metaphor for life in general?    
4. What was your favorite part about this story?  What was your least favorite part about this 

story? 
5. Do you think that Roger was a good dad?  
6. Do you think the minstrel’s life was a hard or easy one?  


